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Bhichai Rattakul’s Address
At the Yoneyama Night
At the Royal Orchid Sheraton Hotel
6 May, 2012

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,

This is a very auspicious occasion when all of us gather here for the first time to
inaugurate the long dream of the Rotary Yoneyama Memorial Foundation to establish
the Yoneyama Alumni in Thailand.

| wish to take this first opportunity to extend my heartfelt congratulations to those
whose untiring efforts and hard
work have brought this long dream to become a reality.

As you know, in order to honour a highly respectable legionary Rotarian in Japan
in the person of Mr. Umekichi Yoneyama who is also known as the “Father of Japan’s
Rotary”, the Rotary Club of Tokyo launched an international scholarship programme
in December, 1952.

It was probably “fate” that has brought a Thai young man by the name Somchard
Ratanachata to Japan in September, 1954 to take up the very first Yoneyama
scholarship ever awarded to anyone.

But, it was not until July, 1967 that the Rotary Yoneyama Memorial Foundation
was officially established under the law governed by the Ministry of Education.

Although, Mr. Umekichi Yoneyama had long gone his dream of a world
brotherhood, a world of peace and international understanding continue to grow and
grow. He had a vision to do what most people do not have the courage and
determination to do so.

Indeed, Mr.Yonayama had a dream...a dream that he hoped that through launching
a programme that provide higher education for young men and women from abroad to
study in Japan, he would be able to bring people of different nationalities together.
And through these bright young men and women, after their graduation in Japan,
would return to their homes, and whatever their status they hold, they will bring back
what they have learned in Japan, and the friendship they have made with their fellow
Yoneyama scholars and the Rotarians in Japan...thus laying a strong foundation for
the promotion of friendship, goodwill and cooperation between people to people.

These young men and women are really the “Ambassadors of Goodwill” for Japan.
They are the future and the hope of not only for their own countries, but for the world,

3



They realize that Japan is not only Mount Fuji, not only Sakura blossoms, not only
a country with frequent earthquakes, and tsunami. Not only sukiyaki, shabu-shabu,
tempura, or teppanyaki, but a land where people are most disciplined, polite in manner,
very conscious with punctuality, honest and hardworking.

These are the Japanese ways of life...a heritage that has been handed down from
generations to generations and envies by people around the world.

The Yoneyama scholars are able to observe and absorb this rich heritage, and are
able to put into practice and apply what they deem good for their own personal life
and their country.

Your presence here and the ability to establish a Yoneyama Aumni in Thailand is a
small step towards what Mr. Umekichi Yoneyama dreamt so long ago, but it is a great
leap, and an encouraging start that will pave the way for more young men and women
to enter into the friendship and fellowship of the Yoneyama Alumni in Thailand.

On a personal basis, | am most thankful to my esteemed friend, the chairman of the
Rotary Yoneyama Memorial Foundation in Japan, Mr. Toshio Itabashi who brought
me into contact with the Yoneyama Foundation many years ago.

It has been my privilege to visit the Office of the Rotary Yoneyama Memorial
Foundation in Japan, and above all to pay my homage and humble respect to Mr.
Umekichi Yoneyama at the place where he was laid down to rest.

Ladies and gentlemen, while I am proud to have a very small part to
play in the organization of the Yoneyama Alumni in Thailand, | am even
more excited that this initiative has brought me into contact with all of
you...young men and women who are Yoneyama scholars, all of whom |
sincerely hope, will inspire the future generations of our country in promoting
friendship and goodwill among those who will join your rank soon and follow the
footstep and the path you all have laid down so well.

The idea of Mr. Umekichi Yoneyama has witnessed another step forward tonight
towards the realization of his dream!

I hope you will continue to keep his dream alive for years and years to come.

Once again | salute you and congratulate you for the endeavour you have put into
making this event such a wonderful and memorable experience for everyone.

May God Bless you all!



